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Since 1863, Bethany Children’s Home has provided a safe place of 
nurture, protection, and supportive care for children and youth who 
have experienced trauma. For more than 160 years, Bethany has 
remained committed to helping young people better understand 
themselves, grow through their experiences, and begin the journey 
toward healing and a brighter, healthier future.
At Bethany, we understand that healing requires more than access 
to services, it requires a sense of safety, stability, and belonging. That 
is why we provide our youth with a variety of resources, including 
on-site clinicians, therapeutic recreational groups, educational support, 
and other individualized services designed to meet each young person 
where they are.
Just as important as these resources are the spaces in which our youth 
live. Many of the children who come to Bethany have experienced 
significant trauma, instability, or disruption in their lives. For some, 
Bethany may be the first place where they experience something that 
feels like a traditional home. Creating an environment where youth 
feel comfortable, secure, and cared for is an essential part of their 
healing.
The cottages at Bethany are much more than buildings. They are 
homes where children experience stability, build relationships, discover 
a sense of belonging, and begin to imagine a hopeful future. Within 
these spaces, youth have the opportunity to simply be children while 
receiving the support and care they need to move forward.
For many former residents, those connections to Bethany last a 
lifetime. Even years after leaving, alumni return to campus to share 
stories, reconnect with staff and friends, and reminisce about the time 
they spent in the cottages. These memories are a testament to the 
meaningful role Bethany has played in generations of young people’s 
lives.
Many of Bethany’s cottages and campus buildings have served 
generations of children and are between 50 and more than 100 years 
old. These buildings are an important part of Bethany’s history and 
have provided countless children with a welcoming place to call home. 

However, their age also means they require ongoing renovations, 
maintenance, and updates to remain supportive of the children and 
youth we serve today.
To help meet these needs, Bethany Children’s Home launched the 
$200,000 Foundations for Healing campaign. This campaign will 
focus on enhancing our cottages and common spaces so they continue 
to provide the warm, welcoming environments our youth deserve.
Planned improvements include interior renovations, refreshed 
living areas, updated finishes, and essential maintenance. These 
enhancements will help create spaces that are not only safe and 
functional, but also inviting, comfortable, and conducive to healing. 
By investing in these spaces, we are investing in the children who call 
them home.
Your support can help Bethany ensure that every young person who 
walks through our doors has a place where they feel safe, valued, and 
supported. Together, we can preserve the history of our campus while 
creating spaces that meet the needs of today’s youth and generations 
to come.
You can support the Foundations for Healing campaign today by 
scanning the QR code below or by mailing a donation to:

Bethany Children’s Home 
Attn: Development Department 
1863 Bethany Road 
Womelsdorf, PA 19567

If mailing a donation, please specify that your gift is designated for the 
Foundations for Healing campaign.
Thank you for your continued support of Bethany!

Foundations For Healing
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Eastern Alliance is committed to delivering 
fresh outlooks. better outcomes. 

That’s why we are a proud sponsor for 
Bethany Homes 2026 Tribute event. 

Together, we provide hope and opportunity!

fresh outlooks. better outcomes. is a registered trademark of Eastern Insurance Holdings, Inc., part of TDC Group. © Copyright 2026

www.EasternAlliance.com

Then vs. Now:  
The Evolving Story  
of Dubbs Cottage
For generations, the buildings across Bethany Children’s Home’s historic 
campus have evolved alongside the needs of the youth we serve. Few 
buildings demonstrate that evolution quite like Dubbs Cottage. Since 
opening nearly 60 years ago, Dubbs has served different populations, 
supported new programs, weathered challenges, and remained part of 
Bethany’s ever-changing story.
Then...
Dubbs Cottage was completed in 1967 under Reverend Garnet O. 
Adams, Bethany’s tenth superintendent. Built at a cost of $140,000, the 
cottage was originally designed as a residential home for boys.
Like many of Bethany’s historic buildings, Dubbs would experience its 
share of changes. A fire damaged the cottage, leading to renovations in 
1977. It was renovated again in 1988 as Bethany celebrated its 125th 
anniversary, and another renovation followed in 2006. Over the years, 
the youth calling Dubbs home changed as well. Although originally 
built for boys, the cottage later housed the girl’s intensive residential 
care. Dubbs closed in 2013 before reopening in 2015, when it once 
again transitioned to serving boys.

Now...
Another chapter began in 2019 when Dubbs became home to Bethany’s 
federally funded Helping Hands program. Through 2025, the program 
served migrant children while staff worked toward reunifying them 
with their families. During their time at Bethany, youth received 
on-site education, healthcare, recreation, mental health support, case 
management and opportunities for socialization.
Today, Dubbs Cottage continues to serve an important purpose on 
Bethany’s campus, even though it does not currently house youth. The 
cottage is now used as a hands-on training space during Bethany’s 
three-week new hire orientation. There, new team members can 
practice essential skills and prepare for the real-life situations they may 
encounter while working with the youth in our care. The changes Dubbs 
faced over nearly six decades show Bethany’s willingness to adapt to 
meet the needs of children, families and team members.
From a boys’ cottage in 1967 to the many young people and programs it 
has supported since, Dubbs reminds us that the purpose of a building is 
not simply found within its walls, but in the lives impacted inside them.
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Cybersecurity is your best defense between your business and the malware, ransomware attacks and data 
leaks in the news every day. That’s why organizations rely on Stratix Systems to keep their networks—and 
their information—safe. 

Learn more at stratixsystems.com or call 610-374-1936.

READING | PHILADELPHIA | LEHIGH VALLEY | CENTRAL PA | MANASQUAN, NJ

ADVANCED CYBERSECURITY SOLUTIONS TO PROTECT 
YOUR NETWORK AND YOUR DATA FROM HACKERS. 

Meet Our Nursing Team
At Bethany Children’s Home, our Nursing Team plays an essential 
role in supporting the health and well-being of every youth in our 
care. Led by Director of Nursing Kelly Hauck, BSN, RN, the team 
provides medication management, health assessments, psychiatric care, 
preventative education and advocacy.
For Cottage Life Nursing, there is no typical day. Amanda Hassler, 
LPN, Brandi Keller, LPN, and Madeline Burgos, LPN, care for 
youth who stop by with illnesses, minor injuries or other health 
concerns. They assess youth, develop treatment plans, communicate 
recommendations to cottage staff and determine when outside care is 
needed.
Much of Nursing’s work happens behind the scenes. Haley Soltis, 
CNA/MA, coordinates medical, dental and specialty appointments, 
including scheduling, calendars and transportation. Medication 
management is another major responsibility. Every medication packet 
must be checked by two nurses before being distributed to cottages to 
ensure accuracy and compliance.
At Bethany’s 24/7 Emergency Shelter, where youth may stay for up to 
30 days, Nursing looks different. Nurses Lori Wade and Burgos often 
must quickly piece together a youth’s healthcare history.
“It’s like detective work to track down all the information,” Wade said.
Youth may arrive without medications, insurance information, medical 
records or necessities such as glasses. Wade and Burgos manage 
healthcare from intake through discharge and are on call for weekend 
admissions, as medical intake requirements must be completed within 
24 hours.
Across both programs, building trust is just as important as providing 

medical care. At Henning, Wade may play a youth’s favorite music, 
Yahtzee or color with them when they need space and someone to talk 
to.
“Meeting them where they are and learning how to communicate with 
them better helps me become a better nurse,” Keller said. “I enjoy how 
culturally diverse we are in this office, so the youth can always find 
someone they are able to connect with.”
Nursing’s work also extends beyond direct care. The team works with 
Compliance on infection control, monitors health alerts, provides staff 
education and supports preventative health efforts.
Despite everything happening in front of and behind the scenes, 
Hauck said the team’s priority is advocacy.
“Every youth in care at Bethany receives the care that they want and 
need. We advocate for them,” Hauck said.
For Hauck, that advocacy makes the work meaningful.
“I am so proud to be a part of their growth and development and 
watch them heal,” she said.
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We’d love to reconnect with you! Whether you’ve recently 
left Bethany Children’s Home or it’s been many years since 
your time here, you will always be a part of the Bethany 
alumni family.
We’re excited to build stronger connections with our alumni 
community and create opportunities for you to stay involved, 
reconnect with familiar faces, share your story, and learn 
more about what’s happening at Bethany today.
There are many ways to get involved, and we’d love to help 
you find an opportunity that’s meaningful to you. Interested 
in reconnecting or learning more about what Bethany has 
to offer alumni? Reach out to our Donor Engagement 
Coordinator, Danielle, to learn more!

Danielle Jean-Louis 
Donor Engagement Coordinator 
610-589-6833 
Djean-louis@bethanyhome.org
We’d love to hear from you and welcome you back to the 
Bethany community!

Calling all BCH Alumni!
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1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567
bethanyhome.org
(610) 589-4501

About Bethany Children’s Home 
Founded in 1863, Bethany Children’s Home has 
provided a safe place of nurture, protection and 
supportive care to aid youth in their own self 
awareness, growth and healing for a brighter, 
healthier future. Every day, youth who have been 
abused, neglected or abandoned are taking their 
lives back with the help of Bethany. 

SERVICES: Spiritual services, educational programming, 
recreation, social services, and more are provided to 
every youth at Bethany. 

PROGRAMS: Bethany offers individualized programs  
for youth who for whatever reason cannot live with 
their family or a substitute family. From emergency 
services to longer term Residential Group Home 
programs, Bethany supports youth while they heal  
and prepare for the next steps of their journey. 

Thank you for your continued support 
in the healing of our youth.

1863 Bethany Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567
bethanyhome.org
(610) 589-4501
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BRIGHTER
FUTURES

 
Penske’s commitment to moving 
lives and businesses forward extends 
to our support for Bethany Children’s 
Home. We proudly support its 
mission to provide a safe place of 
nurture, protection and supportive 
care – helping youth grow,  
heal and build brighter,  
healthier futures.


